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Abstract: Can we divide a square into an odd number of triangles of equal 

area? Fred Richman considered asking this question in an exam for 

graduate students in 1965. After being unable to find any answer, he 

decided to ask it in the American Mathematical Monthly. After 5 years, 

Paul Monsky found an answer and his proof was brilliant. In this talk, we 

reveal the answer and discuss ideas from number theory and 

combinatorics that applies to its proof.   
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