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ABSTRACT 
 

Leonhard Euler discovered the gamma function in 1729 as a solution to 
finding an interpolating relation extending the factorial function from the positive 
integers to the real numbers. Since then there have been hundreds of papers written 
about the gamma function and it has attracted the attention of some of the finest 
mathematicians, including, Gauss, Riemann, Weierstrass, and Artin.  How did 
Euler do this and what’s so special about Γ(x)? 

This talk is elementary in nature and requires only calculus to understand. 
 
(This talk is in celebration of Leonhard Euler’s 303rd  birthday on April 15.) 
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